
ALLERDALE HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group held on Wednesday, 
9 October 2019 at 10.00 am at Lillyhall, Workington

PRESENT:

 

Mr A Kennon
Mr J Lister

Mr AJ Markley (Vice-Chair)

Also in Attendance:-

Mr D Hamilton - Democratic Services Officer
Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Officer
Miss A Sykes - Highways Network Manager

10 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Ms R Hanson, Mr J Holliday, Mr A Barry and Mr T 
Lywood.

11 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the previous meeting of the Allerdale Highways 
Working Group be confirmed as an accurate and complete record. 

12 DRAFT DEVOLVED CAPITAL SCHEMES FOR 20/21

Members considered a verbal update from the Highways Network Manager which 
presented the Working Group with an initial draft version of the capital schemes 
planned for the period 2020/21. It was explained to members that the early draft list 
of schemes had been brought to the Group for consultation and feedback and would 
return to the Highways Working Group when finalised, together with report to ask for 
their recommendation. Members were asked to feed back by email if any further 
issues occurred to them. 

It was AGREED that the Highways Network Manager share the Draft Devolved 
Capital Schemes for 2020/21 to those members of the Working Group not present. 



13 WINTER 2019/20

The Highways Network Manager gave the Working Group an update regarding the 
Highways winter maintenance. 

The winter maintenance period generally runs from October to April although it can 
run on for longer depending on the weather. The service operates 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week.

Every year the winter maintenance plan is reviewed and the county council agrees 
priority routes for both roads and footpaths. A discussion took place regarding 
priority 1 and priority 2 routes. First priority roads are those which carry a large 
volume of traffic and link the major economic centres in the county and the region. 
Second priority roads serve more local needs, but still carry significant volumes of 
traffic. First priority roads are gritted within three hours of work getting underway and 
second priority roads within five hours. 

It was clarified that priority 3 routes are only treated when there is a forecast of 3 
consecutive days of sub-zero temperatures. 

Members were also shown the Winter Service information available on the Council’s 
website which provides information for the public regarding routes and treatments. 

14 WINTER SERVICE REVIEW

The Highways Network Manager gave a presentation which provided members with 
the details of Highway’s Winter Service Review 2019/20. The presentation 
highlighted the following key areas:-

 Adverse Weather Policy 
 Winter Service Review 2019-2020 projects 
 Winter Maintenance 
 Winter fleet
 Programme Stakeholders 
 Mapping of Strategic Assets
 Next steps
 Winter Service Review 2019-2020 timeline

Members discussed the importance of prioritising roads which lead to important 
strategic assets in adverse weather conditions. 

It was AGREED that a meeting be organised to provide an opportunity to discuss 
the Highway’s Winter Service Review with all members of the Allerdale Local 
Committee. 



15 CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE

The Highways Network Manager provided a verbal update the cycling infrastructure 
in Cumbria.

The update highlighted elements of the County’s Cycling Strategy 2017-2022 which 
were as follows:- 

 Locations
 Partnership Organisations
 Infrastructure
 Inspiring a healthy lifestyle
 Economic Growth 

16 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting of the Allerdale Highways Working Group would 
take place on 11 December 2019 at Lillyhall Highways Depot. 

The meeting ended at 11:30 am


